
Sola Online Worship eResource (SOWeR) - Acceptable Use Policy 

The resources provided by Sola Publishing through the Sola Online Worship eResource site include 
materials in the public domain as well as materials under copyright to Sola Publishing and, in some 
cases, to individual authors (as noted). For the purpose of this web service subscription, Sola 
Publishing will administer rights to all materials on its site. 
 
1. Permissions: 

To congregations who are active subscribers to SOWeR, Sola Publishing grants permission to 
download, print, and reproduce materials from SOWeR for their local congregational use. This 
permission does not apply to Sola products in general, nor does it allow subscribers permission to 
reproduce other Sola materials beyond those provided through the SOWeR. 

The Definition of “Active Subscribers” 
An “active subscriber” is one who has subscribed and paid for Sola’s online service and is currently 
registered with an active account and password for SOWeR. General Sola customers and/or those 
who had previously been, but no longer are, subscribers to SOWeR are not considered active 
subscribers, and are asked not to use or reproduce materials under copyright to Sola or its authors. 

 
2. Passwords: 

A subscribing congregation (or multi-point parish) will be given a password to SOWeR which may 
be shared with up to five individuals in the congregation, at the congregation’s discretion. A 
congregation’s password may not be shared with individuals outside the congregation. 

The Definition of “Congregation” 
For the purposes of this policy and copyright permission, a “congregation” is considered to be a 
single church or a legally designated multi-point parish under a single pastoral staff. The word 
“congregation” may not be otherwise construed to refer to a denominational body as a whole, nor 
to a synod, district, conference, nor any other collection of individual congregations. 

 
3. Subscription Cost: 

The price for a yearly subscription to SOWeR is based on the average worship attendance for a 
congregation or multi-point parish, as follows: 

Average Attendance = 1-49    Subscription Price: $160 per year 
Average Attendance = 50-99   Subscription Price: $190 per year 
Average Attendance = 100-199   Subscription Price: $220 per year 
Average Attendance = 200-299   Subscription Price: $250 per year 
Average Attendance = 300-499   Subscription Price: $280 per year 
Average Attendance = 500+   Subscription Price: $310 per year 

 
The Definition of “Average Attendance” 
A congregation’s “average attendance” is based on the average total worship attendance per week 
for the previous calendar year. In cases where a multi-point parish is purchasing a single 
subscription, the average total worship attendance is calculated for all weekly worship services of a 
parish. In ordering a SOWeR subscription for the coming year, a subscribing congregation is 
responsible for reporting if its average attendance has changed to a new level. 
 

 



Specific Permissions, Usage and Licensing                 Updated 3-2020 

In this time of Covid-19 social distancing, we have received many emails and phone calls about what 
SOWeR subscribers may and may not do with materials from the subscription. The same questions 
have arisen around SEED. We would like to give as much freedom as we can to congregations, while at 
the same time making sure that Sola Publishing is able to remain in business. Sola can only do that by 
maintaining its intellectual property and trying to insure that our materials offered for sale do not 
become freely available online. 

Sola Publishing’s Printed Products: 

a) Using video conferencing applications or other online tools, Sola customers may conduct online 
classes and discussions based on printed materials they purchased. (Participants should have their 
own copy of the printed materials, just as they would in a physical class setting.) 

b) The text of Sola Bible studies, Confirmation lessons, Sunday School lessons, and other print 
products (such as Lenten dramas, sermon series, etc.) may NOT be posted electronically via email, 
social media, or church websites. 

Materials from the SOWeR Website: 

a) Permission to record (audio and video) SOWeR resources used in worship and to broadcast the 
recordings on social media, websites, radio, and TV are included in the subscription. Special 
permission to broadcast Sola worship resources during this time of isolation is not needed.  Keep 
in mind, that if the material is under copyright to another company, their copyright applies. 

b) Active subscribers may share electronically their weekly bulletins and orders of worship that have 
been built from SOWeR materials, using email, social media, and church websites. Materials you 
create for your congregation should have your church’s name and date on the materials. 

c) Other SOWeR content and files taken directly from the SOWeR website may NOT be distributed 
electronically, posted on social media or on website, or made available to the general public. 

Materials from the SEED Website: 

a) Active SEED Subscribers may print copies of the lessons and distribute them via the USPS 
(physical mail) or make them available in print form for drop off or pick up. 

b) Subscribing churches may share the user name/password with families in their parishes, treating 
parents as “teachers” for the sake of the licensing. However, the parish office must be the source of 
the SEED access information; the user name and password should not be a publically posted 
(online in websites or in social media). 

c) Individual families who have been given the church’s user name and password should NOT share 
the access information with others. No one is allowed to share the access information to the SEED 
website or materials from the website outside of the congregation.  

d) SEED resources may NOT be distributed electronic documents via email, or posted on social 
media, or on websites (even if your congregation is a subscriber). 

When the crisis has passed and corporate worship and learning opportunities are restored, we 
encourage subscribers to go back to limiting access, by changing their passwords. Thank you so much! 
We appreciate your business and are here to serve you in this time of uncertainty, as always. God bless 
your ministries and keep on sharing God's Word! 


