
Prayer of the Day
Almighty, eternal God, increase in us your gifts of faith, hope and love; and in order 
that love may abide in us, help us to celebrate what your love has done for us. Grant 
this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:16-29 
16Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who 
prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own 
minds, not from the mouth of the Lord.” 17They say continually to those who 
despise the word of the Lord, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who 
stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’” 
18For who among them has stood in the council of the Lord to see and to hear his 
word, or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 19Behold, the storm of 
the Lord! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the head 
of the wicked. 20The anger of the Lord will not turn back until he has executed 
and accomplished the intents of his heart. In the latter days you will understand 
it clearly. 21“I did not send the prophets, yet they ran; I did not speak to them, 
yet they prophesied. 22But if they had stood in my council, then they would have 
proclaimed my words to my people, and they would have turned them from their 
evil way, and from the evil of their deeds. 23Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, 
and not a God far away? 24Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot 
see him? declares the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the Lord. 25I 
have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, 
‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long shall there be lies in the heart of 
the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 
27who think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one 
another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28Let the prophet who has 
a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. 
What has straw in common with wheat? declares the Lord. 29Is not my word like 
fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”

Psalm 119:81-88 
81My soul has longed for | your salvation;*
	 I have put my hope | in your word.
82My eyes have failed from watching | for your promise,*
	 and I say, “When will you | comfort me?”
83I have become like a leather flask | in the smoke,*
	 but I have not forgot- | ten your statutes.
84How much longer | must I wait?*
	 when will you give judgment against those who per- | secute me?
85The proud have dug | pits for me;*
	 they do not | keep your law.
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86All your command- | ments are true;*
	 help me, for they persecute | me with lies.
87They had almost made an end of | me on earth,*
	 but I have not forsaken | your commandments.
88In your lovingkind- | ness, revive me,*
	 that I may keep the decrees | of your mouth.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:17-31; 12:1-3 
17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received 
the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18of whom it was said, 
“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19He considered that God was able 
even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive 
him back. 20By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 21By faith Jacob, 
when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of 
his staff. 22By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the 
Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. 23By faith Moses, when he was 
born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child 
was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 24By faith Moses, when he 
was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25choosing rather 
to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 
26He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, 
for he was looking to the reward. 27By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the 
anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28By faith he kept 
the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might 
not touch them. 29By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the 
Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were drowned. 30By faith the walls 
of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the 
prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a 
friendly welcome to the spies. 
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who 
endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow 
weary or fainthearted.

Gospel: Luke 12:49-53 [54-56]
49{Jesus said to his disciples,} “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it 
were already kindled! 50I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my 
distress until it is accomplished! 51Do you think that I have come to give peace on 
earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52For from now on in one house there will be 
five divided, three against two and two against three. 53They will be divided, father 
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 
mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 
mother-in-law.” [54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the 
west, you say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’ And so it happens. 55And when you see 
the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 
56You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but 
why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”]


