
Prayer of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made 
and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent. Create in us 
new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain from you, 
the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Joel 2:12-19 
12“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all 
your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the 
Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a 
blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for 
the Lord your God? 15Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate 
a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16gather the people. Consecrate 
the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even 
nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride 
her chamber. 17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, 
the ministers of the Lord, weep and say, “Spare your people, O 
Lord, and make not your heritage a reproach, a byword among 
the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is 
their God?’” 18Then the Lord became jealous for his land and had 
pity on his people. 19The Lord answered and said to his people, 
“Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will 
be satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach among the 
nations.”
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5And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For 
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street 
corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they 
have received their reward. 6But when you pray, go into your 
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. 
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, 
for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by 
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17But 
when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your 
fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is 
in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
19Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 



18The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit;*
	 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise.
19Be favorable and gra- | cious to Zion,*
	 and rebuild the walls | of Jerusalem.]

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
20bWe implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For 
our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 
1Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to 
receive the grace of God in vain. 2For he says, “In a favorable 
time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped 
you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation. 3We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no 
fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God 
we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, 
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, 
kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7by truthful speech, 
and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for 
the right hand and for the left; 8through honor and dishonor, 
through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and 
yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and 
behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, 
yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, yet possessing everything.

Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
1{Jesus said,} “Beware of practicing your righteousness before 
other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have 
no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 2Thus, when you 
give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised 
by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 
3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in 
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

Psalm 51:1-13 [14-19] 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | lovingkindness;*
	 in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness*
	 and cleanse me | from my sin.
3For I know | my transgressions,*
	 and my sin is ev- | er before me.
4Against you only | have I sinned*
	 and done what is evil | in your sight.
5And so you are justified | when you speak*
	 and upright | in your judgment.
6Indeed, I have been wicked | from my birth,*
	 a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
7For behold, you look for truth | deep within me,*
	 and will make me understand | wisdom secretly.
8Purge me from my sin, and I | shall be pure;*
	 wash me, and I shall be | clean indeed.
9Make me hear of | joy and gladness,*
	 that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
10Hide your face | from my sins*
	 and blot out all | my iniquities.
11Create in me a clean | heart, O God,*
	 and renew a right spir- | it within me.
12Cast me not away | from your presence*
	 and take not your Holy | Spirit from me.
13Give me the joy of your saving | help again*
	 and sustain me with your bount- | iful Spirit.
[14I shall teach your ways | to the wicked,*
	 and sinners shall re- | turn to you.
15Deliver me from | death, O God,*
	 and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, 
	 O God of | my salvation.
16Open my | lips, O Lord,*
	 and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise.
17Had you desired it, I would have | offered sacrifice,*
	 but you take no delight | in burnt offerings.



Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, you would have us put no trust in anything we 
do. Mercifully grant that by your power we may be defended 
against all adversity; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 3:1-21
1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the 
field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did 
God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 
2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of 
the trees in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall 
you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of 
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 
and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and 
he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. 8And they heard the sound of the Lord 
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called to the 
man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard 
the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you 
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the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man 
Jesus Christ. 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation 
for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and 
life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s disobedience the many 
were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will 
be made righteous.

Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11
1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. 2And after fasting forty days and forty 
nights, he was hungry. 3And the tempter came and said to him, 
“If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.’” 5Then the devil took him to the holy city 
and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their 
hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against 
a stone.’” 7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not 
put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8Again, the devil took him 
to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, “All these I 
will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Then 
Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall 
worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” 
11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were 
ministering to him.



Psalm 32:1-8*
1Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven,*
	 and whose sin is | put away!
2Happy are they to whom the Lord im- | putes no guilt,*
	 and in whose spirit there | is no guile!
3While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,*
	 because of my groaning | all day long.
4For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night;*
	 my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.
5Then I acknowledged my | sin to you,*
	 and did not con- | ceal my guilt.
6I said, “I will confess my transgressions | to the Lord.”*
	 Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin.
7Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers 
to you in | time of trouble;*
	  when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them.
8You are my hiding place; you preserve | me from trouble;*
	 you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19
12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, 
and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because 
all sinned — 13for sin indeed was in the world before the law 
was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet 
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose 
sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type 
of the one who was to come. 15But the free gift is not like the 
trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much 
more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of 
that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16And the free 
gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment 
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift 
following many trespasses brought justification. 17For if, because 
of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, 
much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and 

not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be 
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the Lord 
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14The Lord 
God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are 
you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your 
belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and 
you shall bruise his heel.” 16To the woman he said, “I will surely 
multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth 
children. Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he 
shall rule over you.” 17And to Adam he said, “Because you have 
listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of 
which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the 
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of 
your life; 18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and 
you shall eat the plants of the field. 19By the sweat of your face 
you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you 
were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 20The 
man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of 
all living. 21And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife 
garments of skins and clothed them.



Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of your humble 
servants and stretch forth the right hand of your majesty to be 
our defense against all our enemies. Grant this, we pray, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-9
1Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 
2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from 
Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s 
son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the 
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go 
to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 
6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to 
the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 
7Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring 
I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who 
had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country 
on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 
west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord 
and called upon the name of the Lord. 9And Abram journeyed 
on, still going toward the Negeb.
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is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 
on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring — not only to 
the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith 
of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations” — in the presence of the 
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist.

Gospel: John 3:1-17
1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, 
for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with 
him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one 
is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So 
it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said 
to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these 
things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, 
and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive 
our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No 
one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.”

Psalm 121
1I lift up my eyes | to the hills;*
	 from where is my | help to come?
2My help comes | from the Lord,*
	 the maker of heav- | en and earth.
3He will not let your | foot be moved*
	 and he who watches over you will not | fall asleep.
4Behold, he who keeps watch | over Israel*
	 shall neither slum- | ber nor sleep;
5The Lord himself watches | over you;*
	 the Lord is your shade at | your right hand,
6So that the sun shall not strike | you by day,*
	 nor the | moon by night.
7The Lord shall preserve you | from all evil;*
	 it is he who shall | keep you safe.
8The Lord shall watch over your going out 
and your | coming in,*
	 from this time forth for- | evermore.

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-8, 13-17
1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather 
according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, 
he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what 
does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness.” 4Now to the one who works, 
his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one 
who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks 
of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness 
apart from works: 7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds 
are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8blessed is the man 
against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 13For the promise 
to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world 
did not come through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the 
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 16That 



Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, consider the worthy desires of your humble 
servants. Reach out to defend us from evil by the word and 
work of your majestic right hand. Grant this, we pray, through 
the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7
1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the 
wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of 
the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for 
the people to drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled with Moses 
and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, 
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3But 
the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled 
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So 
Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They 
are almost ready to stone me.” 5And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of 
Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at 
Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of 
it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of 
the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah 
and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, 
and because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among 
us or not?”
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disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a 
woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you 
talking with her?” 28So the woman left her water jar and went 
away into town and said to the people, 29“Come, see a man who 
told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30They went 
out of the town and were coming to him. 
39Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of 
the woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” 40So 
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with 
them, and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed 
because of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer 
because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the 
world.”]



Gospel: John 4:5-26 [27-30, 39-42]
5So {Jesus} came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the 
field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was 
there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting 
beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7A woman from 
Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy 
food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, 
a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you 
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give 
me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have 
nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you 
get that living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and 
his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this 
water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water 
that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I 
will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, 
so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 
16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The 
woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, 
“You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had 
five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. 
What you have said is true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I 
perceive that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on 
this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where 
people ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe 
me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you 
do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from 
the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for 
the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he 
who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 
26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” [27Just then his 

Psalm 95:1-9
1Come, let us sing | to the Lord;*
	 let us shout for joy to the Rock of | our salvation.
2Let us come before his presence | with thanksgiving*
	 and raise a loud shout to | him with psalms.
3For the Lord | is a great God,*
	 and a great King a- | bove all gods.
4In his hand are the caverns | of the earth,*
	 and the heights of the hills | are his also.
5The sea is his, | for he made it,*
	 and his hands have molded | the dry land.
6Come, let us bow down, and | bend the knee,*
	 and kneel before the | Lord our Maker.
7For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture 
and the sheep | of his hand.*
	 Oh, that today you would hearken | to his voice!
8Harden not your hearts, 
as your forebears did | in the wilderness,*
	 at Meribah, and on that day at Massah, 
	 when they | tempted me.
9They put me | to the test,*
	 though they had | seen my works.

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-8
1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have 
also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3Not only that, but 
we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us. 6For while we were still weak, at 
the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely 
die for a righteous person — though perhaps for a good person 
one would dare even to die — 8but God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.



Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, grant that we, who for our evil deeds worthily 
deserve to be punished, by the comfort of your grace, may 
mercifully be relieved; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 42:14-21
14For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and 
restrained myself; now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I 
will gasp and pant. 15I will lay waste mountains and hills, and 
dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and 
dry up the pools. 16And I will lead the blind in a way that they do 
not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. 
I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places 
into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake 
them. 17They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust 
in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our gods.” 
18Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 19Who 
is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 
Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the 
Lord? 20He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears 
are open, but he does not hear. 21The Lord was pleased, for his 
righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law and make it glorious.

Fourth Sunday in Lent	 March 15, 2026
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Lessons for Next Week: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130;  
Romans 8:1-11; John 11:1-45 [46-53]

this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man 
answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know 
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper 
of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32Never since the 
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of 
a man born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could 
do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, 
and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 35Jesus heard 
that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, 
sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have 
seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, 
I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I 
came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and 
those who see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near 
him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 
41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; 
but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.”



saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said 
to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). 
So he went and washed and came back seeing. 8The neighbors 
and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, 
“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some said, “It 
is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I 
am the man.” 10So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud 
and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 
So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to 
him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 13They brought 
to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now 
it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 
eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received 
his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and 
I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man 
is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others 
said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there 
was a division among them. 17So they said again to the blind 
man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your 
eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18The Jews did not believe that 
he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called 
the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked 
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then 
does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this 
is our son and that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we 
do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; 
he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said these 
things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already 
agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was 
to be put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, “He 
is of age; ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the man 
who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We 
know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “Whether he is 
a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was 
blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told 
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear 
it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28And they 
reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples 
of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for 

Psalm 142
1I cry to the Lord | with my voice;*
	 to the Lord I make loud | supplication.
2I pour out my com- | plaint before him*
	 and tell him | all my trouble.
3When my spirit languishes within me, you | know my path;*
	 in the way wherein I walk they have hidden a | trap for me.
4I look to my right hand and find no | one who knows me;*
	 I have no place to flee to, and no one | cares for me.
5I cry out to | you, O Lord;*
	 I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land | of the living.”
6Listen to my cry for help, for I have been brought | very low;*
	 save me from those who pursue me, 
	 for they are too | strong for me.
7Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks | to your name;*
	 when you have dealt bountifully with me, 
	 the righteous will gath- | er around me.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
8… {F}or at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in 
the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found 
in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what 
is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to 
speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But when anything 
is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Gospel: John 9:1-41
1As {Jesus} passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his 
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this 
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be 
displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having 
said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the 



Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, look favorably upon your family. Graciously rule 
our bodies lest we are enticed to love the world, and guard our 
spirits lest we fail to recognize your love. Grant this, we pray, 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
1The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in 
the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; 
it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and 
behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and 
behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, 
can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, 
O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God 
to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 7So 
I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there 
was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, 
bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. 
But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus 
says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived 
and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 11Then he said 
to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

Fifth Sunday in Lent	 March 22, 2026
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Lessons for Next Week: John 12:12-19; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 118:19-29; 
Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:1-27:66

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with 
her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly 
troubled. 34And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to 
him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from 
dying?” 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It 
was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by 
this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 
40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you 
would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you 
have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this 
on account of the people standing around, that they may believe 
that you sent me.” 43When he had said these things, he cried out 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died 
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face 
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 
him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary 
and had seen what he did, believed in him, [46but some of them 
went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47So 
the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, 
“What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48If we let 
him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans 
will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 49But one 
of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, 
“You know nothing at all. 50Nor do you understand that it is better 
for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole 
nation should perish.” 51He did not say this of his own accord, but 
being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for 
the nation, 52and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one 
the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53So from that day 
on they made plans to put him to death.]



not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.” 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus. 6So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7Then after this 
he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples 
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, 
and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not 
stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10But if anyone 
walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 
11After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus 
has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to 
him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13Now Jesus 
had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking 
rest in sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 
15and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” 16So Thomas, called the Twin, said 
to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been 
in the tomb four days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two 
miles off, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them concerning their brother. 20So when Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained 
seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that 
whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to 
her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who is coming into the world.” 28When she had said this, she went 
and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here 
and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she rose quickly 
and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, 
but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31When the 
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary 
rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32Now when Mary came to 
where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, 

Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are indeed cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you 
from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land 
of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open 
your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And 
I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I 
have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.”

Psalm 130* (omitted here due to space constraints)

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned 
sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
6For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on 
the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on the flesh 
is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it 
cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9You, 
however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 
does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body 
is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life 
to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

Gospel: John 11:1-45 [46-53]
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. 2It was Mary who anointed the Lord 
with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom 
you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does 



Prayer of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God, you have sent your Son, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, to take upon himself our flesh and to suffer 
death upon the cross, that all of humanity should follow the 
example of his great humility. Mercifully grant that we may both 
follow the example of his patience and also be made partakers 
of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.

Processional Gospel: John 12:12-19
12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard 
that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of 
palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King 
of Israel!” 14And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just 
as it is written, 15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king 
is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 16His disciples did not 
understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, 
then they remembered that these things had been written about 
him and had been done to him. 17The crowd that had been with 
him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him 
from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the 
crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this 
sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are 
gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”

Palm Sunday (Sunday of the Passion)	 March 29, 2026
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Lessons for Next Week:  
Easter Sunrise: Exodus 14:10-15:1; Psalm 118:15-29; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18  

Easter Day: Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 16; Colossians 3:1-4; Matthew 28:1-10

“Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 
18He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The 
Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your 
house with my disciples.’” 19And the disciples did as Jesus had 
directed them, and they prepared the Passover. 20When it was 
evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21And as they were 
eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 
22And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one 
after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23He answered, “He who has dipped 
his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man 
goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son 
of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he 
had not been born.” 25Judas, who would betray him, answered, 
“Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.” 26Now as they 
were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and 
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 
27And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. 29I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until 
that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
30And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives. 31Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because 
of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and 
the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32But after I am raised up, 
I will go before you to Galilee.” 33Peter answered him, “Though 
they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 34Jesus 
said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster 
crows, you will deny me three times.” 35Peter said to him, “Even 
if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples 
said the same. 36Then Jesus went with them to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go 
over there and pray.” 37And taking with him Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 



Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11
5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.

Gospel: Matthew 26:1-27:66 (vv. 26:38-27:66 omitted 
here due to space constraints)
1When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 
2“You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the 
Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” 3Then the chief 
priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the 
high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4and plotted together 
in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 5But they said, 
“Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.” 
6Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the 
leper, 7a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask of very 
expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined 
at table. 8And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, 
saying, “Why this waste? 9For this could have been sold for a 
large sum and given to the poor.” 10But Jesus, aware of this, said 
to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a 
beautiful thing to me. 11For you always have the poor with you, 
but you will not always have me. 12In pouring this ointment on 
my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 13Truly, I say 
to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, 
what she has done will also be told in memory of her.” 14Then one 
of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests 15and said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to 
you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16And from that 
moment he sought an opportunity to betray him. 17Now on the 
first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
4The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, 
that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. 
Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as 
those who are taught. 5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I 
was not rebellious; I turned not backward. 6I gave my back to 
those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 
I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 7But the Lord God 
helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have 
set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to 
shame. 8He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with 
me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him 
come near to me. 9a Behold, the Lord God helps me; who will 
declare me guilty?

Psalm 118:19-29
19Open for me the | gates of righteousness;*
	 I will enter them; I will offer thanks | to the Lord.
20“This is the gate | of the Lord;*
	 he who is | righteous may enter.”
21I will give thanks to you, for you | answered me*
	 and have become | my salvation.
22The same stone which the build- | ers rejected*
	 has become the chief | cornerstone.
23This is | the Lord’s doing,*
	 and it is marvelous | in our eyes.
24On this day the | Lord has acted;*
	 we will rejoice and be | glad in it.
25Hosannah, | Lord, hosannah!*
	 Lord, send us | now success.
26Blessed is he who comes in the name | of the Lord;*
	 we bless you from the house | of the Lord.
27God is the LORD; he has | shined upon us;*
	 form a procession with branches up to the horns | of the altar.
28“You are my God, and | I will thank you;*
	 you are my God, and I | will exalt you.”
29Give thanks to the Lord, for | he is good;*
	 his mercy en- | dures forever.



Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, you left to us a wonderful sacrament, a memorial of 
your passion. Grant, we beseech you, that we may so partake of this 
sacrament of your body and blood that the fruits of your redemption 
may continually be manifest in us; for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Mandatum: John 13:1-35
1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
2During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid 
aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his 
waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped 
around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do 
you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you 
do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8Peter 
said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, 
“If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter 
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need 
to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are 
clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray 
him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 12When he 
had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed 
his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done 
to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I 

Maundy Thursday	 April 2, 2026
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not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19For 
when every commandment of the law had been declared by 
Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, 
with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the 
book itself and all the people, 20saying, “This is the blood of the 
covenant that God commanded for you.” 21And in the same way 
he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels 
used in worship. 22Indeed, under the law almost everything is 
purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is 
no forgiveness of sins.

Gospel: Matthew 26:17-30
17Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came 
to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us prepare for you to eat 
the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and 
say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the 
Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19And the disciples 
did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover. 
20When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 
21And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of 
you will betray me.” 22And they were very sorrowful and began 
to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23He answered, 
“He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray 
me. 24The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to 
that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have 
been better for that man if he had not been born.” 25Judas, who 
would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, 
“You have said so.” 26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he 
had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of 
you, 28for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30And when they had sung a 
hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.



said, “All the words that the Lord has spoken we will do.” 4And 
Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord. He rose early in 
the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and 
twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And 
he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt 
offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord. 6And 
Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of 
the blood he threw against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of 
the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they 
said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be 
obedient.” 8And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people 
and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the Lord has 
made with you in accordance with all these words.” 9Then Moses 
and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel 
went up, 10and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his 
feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven 
for clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of 
the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.

Psalm 116:10-19* [or Psalm 22] (omitted here due to 
space constraints)

Second Reading: Hebrews 9:11-22
11But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things 
that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent 
(not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he entered 
once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an 
eternal redemption. 13For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the 
sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify 
for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God. 15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, 
so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal 
inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from 
the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16For 
where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must 
be established. 17For a will takes effect only at death, since it is 
not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. 18Therefore 

am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have given you an 
example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 16Truly, 
truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is 
a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17If you know 
these things, blessed are you if you do them. 18I am not speaking 
of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will 
be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 
19I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does 
take place you may believe that I am he. 20Truly, truly, I say to 
you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever 
receives me receives the one who sent me.” 21After saying these 
things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, 
I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22The disciples looked at 
one another, uncertain of whom he spoke. 23One of his disciples, 
whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus’ side, 24so Simon 
Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25So 
that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who 
is it?” 26Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of 
bread when I have dipped it.” So when he had dipped the morsel, 
he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27Then after he had 
taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What 
you are going to do, do quickly.” 28Now no one at the table knew 
why he said this to him. 29Some thought that, because Judas had 
the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the 
feast,” or that he should give something to the poor. 30So, after 
receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it 
was night. 31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of 
Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 
33Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, 
and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I 
am going you cannot come.’ 34A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another. 35By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

First Reading: Exodus 24:3-11
3Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and 
all the rules. And all the people answered with one voice and 



Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, look with mercy on your family of faith who are 
gathered here and across the world, for whom our Lord Jesus 
Christ was willing to be betrayed and given over into the hands 
of sinners and to suffer death on the cross; and who now lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 52:13-53:12
13Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted 
up, and shall be exalted. 14As many were astonished at you — 
his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and 
his form beyond that of the children of mankind — 15so shall he 
sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths because 
of him, for that which has not been told them they see, and that 
which they have not heard they understand. 
1Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom 
has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2For he grew up before 
him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had 
no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty 
that we should desire him. 3He was despised and rejected by 
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one 
from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. 4Surely he has borne our griefs and carried 
our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, 
and afflicted. 5But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was 
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned — every one — to 
his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
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25The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
and those who seek the | Lord shall praise him:*
	 “May your heart | live forever!”
26All the ends of the earth shall remember 
and turn | to the Lord,*
	 and all the families of the nations shall | bow before him.
27For kingship belongs | to the Lord;*
	 he rules | over the nations.
28To him alone all who sleep in the earth 
bow | down in worship;*
	 all who go down to the dust | fall before him.
29My soul shall live for him; my descen- | dants shall serve him;*
	 they shall be known as the | Lord’s forever.
30They shall come and make known to a people | yet unborn*
	 the saving deeds that | he has done.

Second Reading: Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9
14Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been 
tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us then with confidence 
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need.
7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 
with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from 
death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8Although he 
was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9And 
being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to 
all who obey him ...

Gospel: John 18:1-19:42 (omitted here due to space 
constraints)



10I have been entrusted to you ever since | I was born;*
	 you were my God when I was still in my | mother’s womb.
11Be not far from me, for trou- | ble is near,*
	 and there is | none to help.
12Many young bulls en- | circle me;*
	 strong bulls of Ba- | shan surround me.
13They open wide their | jaws at me,*
	 like a ravening and a | roaring lion.
14I am poured out like water; all my bones are | out of joint;*
	 my heart within my breast is | melting wax.
15My mouth is dried out like a potsherd; 
my tongue sticks to the roof | of my mouth;*
	 and you have laid me in the dust | of the grave.
16Packs of dogs close me in, 
and gangs of evildoers cir- | cle around me;*
	 they pierce my hands and my feet. I can count | all my bones.
17They stare and gloat | over me;*
	 they divide my garments among them; 
	 they cast lots | for my clothing.
18Be not far a- | way, O Lord;*
	 you are my strength; hast- | en to help me.
19Save me | from the sword,*
	 my life from the power | of the dog.
20Save me from the | lion’s mouth,*
	 my wretched body from the horns | of wild bulls.
21I will declare your name | to my brethren;*
	 in the midst of the congregation | I will praise you.
22Praise the Lord, | you that fear him;*
	 stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 
	 all you of Jacob’s | line, give glory.
23For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
	 neither does he hide his | face from them;*
	  but when they cry to | him he hears them.
24My praise is of him in the | great assembly;*
	 I will perform my vows in the presence 
	 of those who | worship him.

mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep 
that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his 
generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land 
of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 9And 
they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in 
his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no 
deceit in his mouth. 10Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush 
him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering 
for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the 
will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 11Out of the anguish 
of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall 
the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted 
righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore I will 
divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the 
spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death 
and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of 
many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.

Psalm 22 [or Psalm 31]
1My God, my God, why have you for- | saken me?*
	 and are so far from my cry 
	 and from the words of | my distress?
2O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you | do not answer;*
	 by night as well, but I | find no rest.
3Yet you are the | Holy One,*
	 enthroned upon the prais- | es of Israel.
4Our forefathers put their | trust in you;*
	 they trusted, and you de- | livered them.
5They cried out to you and | were delivered;*
	 they trusted in you and were not | put to shame.
6But as for me, I am a worm | and no man,*
	 scorned by all and despised | by the people.
7All who see me laugh | me to scorn;*
	 they curl their lips and wag | their heads, saying,
8“He trusted in the Lord; let him de- | liver him;*
	 let him rescue him, if he de- | lights in him.”
9Yet you are he who took me out | of the womb,*
	 and kept me safe upon my | mother’s breast.


